
  

5th Grade Arts Festival Expanded to 3 Days 

January 2014 

 

The 2013 Fifth Grade Arts Festival was expanded to 3 days to accommodate the 8 participating 
schools: Caledonia, Immanuel Lutheran, Lincoln, Meehan, Perry, Seth Whitman, St. James and Wash-

ington.  The 7 period day included classes in poetry, stage make-up, cartooning, junk art and pottery. 

Mark Dvorak is on the faculty of Chicagoôs remarkable Old Town School of Music. His program is 
ñOld Songs and New Peopleò which means the history of 

American Folk Music. Mark did the first 2 days and then Jim 

Kanas, an American folk musician and certified K-12 music 

teacher, did a history of American music on the last day. I 
should have also added that the BHS Trash Can Band under 

the directorship of Dan Foster, entertained the kids at lunch 

and invited them to try out the instruments. 
Kit Scheidenhelm, local artist and retired art teacher taught a 

pottery class demonstrating the use of a wheel to throw pot-

tery.  To decrease the class size we added a second pottery 
class taught by Dee Santorini.  An accomplished painter, Dee 

discovered clay 10 years ago and now teaches both hand-built 

and wheel thrown pottery classes.   

Bruce Quast, editorial cartoonist for the Rockford Register 
Star, returned for a second year to demonstrate cartooning for 

2 days of the Festival.  The third day was taught by Lenny French who learned cartooning from Ron 

Wagner, a free lance illustrator for D. C. Comics. 
Drama was represented by classes in stage make-up taught by Joselyn Ludke, Technical Theater In-

structor at Auburn Creative and Performing Arts High School, 

and Mike Tucker, a recent Guilford High School graduate 

where he did the make-up for shows including Our Town and 
Legally Blond. 

The popular junk art class was again taught by Norm Knott, a 

nationally recognized recycling artist.  Norm job shared with 
Cherie Heck who teaches Art From Recycled Materials at 

Womanspace in Rockford. 

The poetry class provided the big project for the 2013 Festival.  
Connie Kuntz is the editor for the Rockford Review and Rock-

ford Writers Guild Press.  Her class was titled, Personal Poetry 

ï Bringing Yourself Into And Out Of Your Poetry.  The lesson 

was ñwho you are in your family will continue to define who 
you are in the world for your entire lifeò.  She compiled a 100 

page book, What Child Is This, using the expressions written 

by the students. 

Continued on Page 6 
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Letter From the President 

 

Happy New Year 

 

It has been a long time since my last correspon-

dence.  The ñComing Eventsò from the spring 2013 

Newsletter have come and gone.  The Student Art 

Show showcased the efforts of the young artists of 

Boone County.  Drawings, paintings, clay works 

and even a video were displayed for the enjoyment 

of family and friends.  Awards were accepted and 

pictures taken.  Some appear in this publication.  

The Summer Concerts in the Park drew huge 

crowds to great music and no rain-outs (with the 

exception of Candlewick Lake which went on in-

side).  We are so grateful for the support given in 

the baskets.  Your donations help fund our pro-

gramming.  In spite of the downpour the Musical 

Petting Zoo at HarvestFest was a huge success.  Ex-

panding the Fifth Grade Arts Festival to 3 days and 

reducing the class size brought a host of new chal-

lenges:  more artists had to be found, more spaces 

in the Community Building and more funding.  But 

the rewards were discovery of a great variety of ar-

tistic and instructional talent in the area and more 

advocates demonstrating the value of the arts in 

peopleôs lives. 

So whatôs coming up this year? 

 

 A party for members to mix and mingle 

 Snow Sculpting ï and WE HAVE SNOW 

 A new High School student art competition 

ï Best of BOCO 

 The annual Student Art Show 

 The 2014 Concerts in the Park 

 

Join the fun.  Support the arts. 

 

Sherry Lindquist 
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The ñMusical Petting Zooò continues to draw crowds to the 

Arts Council tent at the October HarvestFest celebration.  

The sound of a trumpet, drums, an oboe and a French horn 

filled the air as people attempted to toot, blow and tap.  Most 

of the 200 plus participants were children, but a few accom-

plished musicians picked up an instrument as they remem-

bered the notes of old.  Our thanks to band instructors Mi-

chael and Lauren Hart, and to the Belvidere middle schools 

for the loan of instruments. Over a dozen Belvidere and 

Belvidere North H.S. band members assisted the children 

and encouraged them to join the bands of Belvidere! 

 

BCAC sponsored and judged the ñScarecrow Contestò.  Yes, 

the building of a straw figure is an art!  Congratulations to 

the winners: K.A.R.E. Club of BHS, Tom Ott, and NASR.  

Three Honorable Mention awards were also given.  Mark 

your calendar for this yearôs 5th annual event:  Saturday,  

October 4, 2014.  

 

Winning scarecrow by the K.A.R. E. 

club of BHS. In their ñthank youò 

letter they told us they really appreci-

ated the money because they did not 

like to do fundraisers, like selling 

candy! 

HarvestFest 2013  

Photos shown above are from the Boone 

County Arts Councilôs Musical Petting 

Zoo at HarvestFest. 

2nd place Harvest Round Up by 

Thomas Ott. 

Third Place Mr. Mummy by Joseph Ivansco. Honorable Mention, Shirley 

Scarecrow by Grace Sanchez. 


